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Kenya 


Moi Urges Somali Clan Leaders To Cooperate 


EA0303162295 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1300 GMT 3 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today appealed to the clan leaders in 
war-torn Somalia to meet with the aim of stopping the 
current killings and destruction of property in that 
country. President Moi noted that insecurity in neigh- 
boring Somalia was a matter of concern to Kenyans since 
the fighting factions could easily cross the common 
border with arms and create an insecurity situation in 
the country. 


The president further pointed out that the people of 
Somalia, like all other human beings, deserve peace, and 
urged the warring factions in that country to give peace 
a chance by reaching a peaceful solution to their prob- 
lems. He said it was important for the clan leaders in 
Somalia to reach a solution in order to prove to the 
whole world that Africans were capable of sorting out 
their own problems. President Moi was speaking at 
Eldoret showground when he officially opened this year’s 
Uasin Gishu Agricultural Society of Kenya show. 


President Moi told Kenyans that matters of the nation’s 
security was a responsibility of all wananchi [citizens], 
adding that suspicious characters within any community 
must be reported immediately to the relevant authori- 
ties. The president noted that the existence of the Feb- 
ruary 18 Resistance Army, FERA, was a reality and they 
are known to have committed a number of killings in the 
country. President Moi revealed that some of the mem- 
bers of FERA were even known to have participated in 
the Rwandan genocide. He told the residents of Uasin 
Gishu and other outlying districts that the region was 
crucial in matters of the country’s security and urged 
them to be vigilant and monitor suspicious characters. 
He noted that Eldoret town had been the scene of killings 
and other crimes linked to sabotage. 
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President Moi once again called on the local media to be 
more responsible and patriotic in their news coverage of 
national events to avoid undermining the government. 
He urged them to stop abusing the freedom of the press 
by inciting wananchi, adding that even in the developed 
world, the media did not undermine those governments. 
President Moi once again stated that Africans should not 
allow themselves to be hoodwinked that the Western 
form of democracy was superior than that practiced by 
Africans even before the advent of colonialism. He said 
Africans have all along practiced democracy within their 
different communities with rules and regulations that 
govern their wellbeing. [passage omitted] 


He said that with the building of an international airport 
at Eldoret, farmers and businessmen in the western part 
of tlic country will be able to export their products with 
ease. The president said all those who wish to see the 
country realize faster development must support such 
projects, as they were aimed at improving the economy 
of the country. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Ali Mahdi, Aidid Agree on Port Operations 


EA0603192095 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ali Mahdi Mohamed and Mr. 
Mohamed Farah Aidid have agreed to the resumption of 
operations at the Mogadishu port and unloading of cargo 
from ships and boats which have anchored at the port. 


The two leaders recognized the urgent need for the 
reopening of the port to allow the unloading of goods 
belonging to Somali traders, were satisfied that the port 
technicians could handle the unloading work, considered 
the fact that ships and boats were accruing expenses as a 
result of their continued stay at the port, realized that the 
unloading of the goods from the vessels would demon- 
strate that Somalis can handle things on our own, and, 
on the basis of this, had agreed that the port operations 
be resumed and unloading of goods started immediately. 
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Mbeki Achieves Goals of U.S. Visit 


MB0603 144895 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
6 Mar 95 p 3 


[Report by Peter Fabricus] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Washington—Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki completed an intense week in the US 
where he successfully launched a major US-SA [South 
Africa] binational commission with bipartisan support 
and began clearing obstacles blocking investment in SA. 


Mbeki also seemed to have achieved another aim of the 
SA Government—to reassure US political and business 
leaders that SA has worthy leaders to succeed President 
Mandela. 


Mbeki said on his departure that he had come to the US 
with four aims—to launch the binat.onal commission, 
meet the new Republican congressional leadership, 
maintain contact with the anti-apartheid movement and 
address problems of investors. 


He and US Vice-President Al Gore launched the bina- 
tional commission, which they will co-chair, to steer and 
strengthen relations between the US and SA and try to 
resolve problems. 


It will have five committees to deal with the specific 
issues Of business development, the environment, energy 
development, science and technology, and human 
resources development and education. 


Mbeki said it had been especially important to go to 
Congress to meet the new Republican majority and to 
gain “unqualified” bipartisan support for the binational 
commission. 


Congressional observers remarked on how well Mbeki 
had been received by the new Republican majority. 
Hyperactive House of Representatives Speaker Newt 
Gingrich hosted his first lunch in his chambers in 
Mbeki’s honour. Mbeki also had a friendly meeting with 
redoubtable Senator Jesse Helms, chairman of the for- 
eign relations committee and foe of foreign aid and of 
anything faintly tainted with communism. 


The Republicans have threatened to slash US foreign aid 
but Mbeki said that none of the many Republican 
leaders nor the Clinton administration had said anything 
about reducing aid to SA. Even Helms had stressed the 
need to reinforce SA during the transition. 


Many anti-apartheid non-government organisations 
(NGOs) wanted to continue to help SA, and Mbeki had 
persuaded Gore that the binational commission should 
include NGOs. He had met several US corporations to 
discuss specific obstacles preventing their investing in SA. 


Arms Executive Ready To Testify in U.S. Case 


MB9503170395 Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 5 Mar 95 pp 1-2 


[Report by Simon Barber and Peter De Ionno} 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] A Top South African arms 
executive says he is prepared to testify on apartheid-era 
weapons smugglers in an effort to stave of a threat of US 
commercial embargoes against local companies. Tony 
Ellingford, managing director of Reunert Technologies, 
has been told by the prosecutors that he and his com- 
pany, a former Barlow Rand subsidiary, have been 
targeted to force Armscor [Armaments Corporation of 
South Africa] to answer arms smuggling charges. 


The prosecutors, who indicted Armscor, its then subsid- 
iaries Kentron and Fuchs Electronics and seven individ- 
uals in 1991 for alleged infringements of US arms 
control legislation, want evidence against American 
Robert Ivy, a former Kentron executive. 


The threats of embargoes against other unspecified Barlows 
companies have raised the stakes in a dispute that has 
become a gnawing cancer on relations between South 
Africa and the US. Ironically, the threats came as Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki and US Vice-President Al Gore 
launched the US-South Africa Binational Commission in 
Washington to develop links between the two countries. 


“If it is going to resolve the problem and if the South 
African government says ‘you must give evidence’ then I 
see no reason why I should not,” Mr Ellingford said. 
“The government must decide whether it wants its 
citizens to submit to US agencies and jurisdiction. It sets 
a precedent. There should be compromise.” 


Sanctions maintained on Armscor and the Denel group 
because of the original indictment have been blamed for 
the failure of an Atlas Aviation bid for a R10-billion 
[rands] contract to supply the Rooivalk attack helicopter 
to the British Army. 


Barlows is being targeted as it was the parent of Fuchs 
and Reunert at the time of the alleged crimes and thus 
falls under the US Arms Export Control Act. The com- 
pany could have its US export privileges curtailed by the 
Commerce Department—a serious blow as it is the 
South African agent for Caterpillar machinery. 


Mr Mbeki said Armscor lawyers would return to the US 
shortly to resume negotiations which stalled late last year 
after Armscor retained high-powered US lawyer 
Brendan Sullivan, former counsel to Lt-Colonel Oliver 
North. 


A draft ‘“‘non-paper’”’ drawn up at Mr Mbeki’s request by 
South African Embassy counsel Phil Have, and delivered 
to him late on Thursday night, is understood to propose 
full co-operation in the prosecution of Mr Ivy, who is to 
stand trial on April 25. 


Mr Ivy is seen by the prosecution as the mastermind 
behind the smuggling operation. Until 1980, when he 
moved to International Signals Control Corporation 
{ISC], he was group technical manager of Kentron. 
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Armscor is paying his legal costs, even though not all the 
charges against him relate to the smuggling operation. 
He was also indicted for perjury and fraud when ISC was 
sold to UK defence contractor Ferranti in the late 80s. 


Armscor, Kentron and Fuchs could be liable for up to 
$50-million (R180-million) in fines, but South African 
officials are hopeful that this can be substantially 
reduced. 


Armscor and industry officials attribute the relentless 
US pressure to both commercial riv? y and a determi- 
nation to restrict the military power of the ANC- 
dominated government. 


They claim the US suspicions were a key factor in the 
dismantling of South Africa’s atomic bombs, the forced 
shutdown of the space launcher programme, with its 
ballistic missile component, and the furore over US 
claims that South Africa had developed an offensive 
chemical warfare capability. 


The strategy devised in Washington between Mr Mbeki, 
Ambassador Franklin Sonn and Mr Hare is understood 
to hinge on the prosecution showing leniency and 
agreeing to pursue the matter no further in return for full 
cooperation against Mr Ivy and an admission of guilt by 
Armscor. 


The seven South African individuals could prove to be a 
sticking point. Under the proposal drawn up this week, 
they would be free to testify for the prosecution so long 
as the prosecutors granted them “safe passage’, dropped 
charges against them and agreed not to use their testi- 
mony to widen their net. 


IFP’s 43 Parliamentarians Resume Duties 


MB0603 145295 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network in 
English 1400 GMT 6 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Inkatha Freedom Party’s 
[IFP] 43 members of Parliament resumed their parlia- 
mentary work in Cape Town today, ending the party’s 
two-week boycott to underline demands for foreign 
mediation in the drawing up of the constitution. 


A special party conference this weekend decided to give 
President Nelson Mandela and Deputy President F.W. 
de Klerk a month in which to resolve the mediation 
issue. Parliament is to reconvene on the 15th of this 
month after a 10-day break. 


IFP leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi is known to favor 
increased provincial autonomy and believes that interna- 
tional mediation will be the best means of achieving this. 


W. Mandela Signed Apology Drafted by President 


MB0603123695 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
6 Mar 95 pp 1, 3 


[Report by political editor Kaizer Nyatsumba] 
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[FBIS Transcribed Text] Contrary to public belief, 
Winnie Mandela did not draft the apology for her recent 
stinging criticism of the Government of National Unity 
[GNU]. The beleaguered deputy minister merely signed 
a letter written for her by President Mandela. 


Both President Mandela and his deputy Thabo Mbeki— 
who reportedly phoned the Deputy Arts, Culture, Sci- 
ence and Technology Minister at home at 2:30 AM one 
morning and told her some of her comrades in the ANC 
believed she was behaving “‘as though she was going to be 
the next president of the country”—-failed to get her to 
issue an unconditional apology. 


Mrs Mandela doggedly refused to apologise for what she 
believed to be “perfectly legitimate criticism”, until 
Mbeki drafted for her a fuur-paragraph letter to the 
president in an attempt “‘to clarify my motives and 
intentions in making the said statements”. 


Although the general view was that President Mandela 
took exception to Mrs Mandela’s public criticism that 
the GNU had so far failed black South Africans, sources 
believed it was her less-reported statement, also at the 
Soweto funeral of Warrant-Officer Jabulani Xaba, about 
the president’s labelling of NP leader and then-state 
president FW de Klerk as ‘‘a man of integrity” way back 
in 1990 that had earned her “‘the Old Man’s ire”’. 


“Not for the first time, she also said at that funeral ‘we 
called FW de Klerk a man of integrity, and the world 


honoured him by giving him a Nobel Peace Prize’,’’ said 
one source. 


Her first attempt at an apology, drafted by Mbeki and 
released to the media on February 13, was dismissed as 
insufficient by Mandela, whose “retract, resign or be 
fired’ ultimatum to her still stood. 


Mandela then wrote his own letter of apology for Win- 
nie, and required that she sign it. Once this had been 
done, the “apology” was made public on February 
14—as though it had come from her. 


In a letter to the president dated February 15, Mrs 
Mandela objected to being “‘made to sign, under duress, 
a document written by you to yourself”. 


“This is the second occasion that I have been made to 
sign, under duress, a document written by you to your- 
self. I fail to see how I am supposed to tolerate such 
continuing violation of my constitutional and funda- 
mental rights,” Mrs Mandela wrote. 


The sources said the first time President Mandela made 
his estranged wife sign a document draftcd by himself 
and presented to the public as though it had come from 
her was in 1992 “when it came to her so-called resigna- 
tion as head of the ANC’s social welfare department”. 


According to the sources, Mrs Mandela wanted to know 
from the ANC leader if she owed her position as social 
welfare head to the fact that she was his wife ‘‘or because 
she qualified for it”. 
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“He did not respond to her letter, but only forced her to 
sign that letter of resignation drafted by his office,” said 
a source. 


In her angry two-page letter to President Mandela— 
written a day after her ‘apology —Mrs Mandela wrote: 
“As you will know, when you were forcibly prevented 
from exercising your inalienable right to free speech, | 
and the children, with others, spoke up for humanity. 


“Circumstances forced me into becoming a political 
activist. The children and I suffered for refusing to 
succumb to the oppression of the apartheid regime. We 
were banned and banished and were also jailed and 
physically manhandled. I continue the long tradition of 
speaking without fear on matters that are vital to all the 
people of South Africa. 


“As it happened, in a recent speech, I did not realise—as 
I have since been advised—t'iat in certain respects I no 
longer have the right of free « peech. I have made amends 
for not fully appreciating tne consequences of that, and 
realise that in some respects, my public statements must 
be limited.” 


Then she talked about her objection to being made to 
sign a document written by the president to himself. 


She continued to say she was perturbed by reports that 
when he addressed, on February 12, the 11 ANC 
Women’s League members who had resigned their posi- 
tions, President Mandela “allegedly advised them to 
keep up their media campaign against me so as to enable 
you to dismiss me as deputy minister and to remove me 
from Parliament”. 


Mrs Mandela wrote: “As you know, I am the democrat- 
ically elected president of the league, which has 
autonomy from any kind of interference from the ANC. 


‘“‘Women who were at the meeting report that you told 
them that you had already taken a decision to demote 
me, and that you asked the dissident women to draw up 
a strong memorandum to strengthen your hand in this 
matter. You apparently said that you needed this mem- 
orandum before February 14. 


“I find it difficult to believe that such things could have 
been said by you, and I shall very much appreciate a 
disavowal by you of the same.” 


The president’s office denied the statements attributed 
to the president by Winnie. 


Spokesman Confirms Account 


MB0603165195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1622 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg March 6 SAPA— 
Winnie Mandela’s personal secretary said on Monday 
the contents of a newspaper report, which claimed Mrs 
Mandela had not written an apology to President Nelson 
Mandela for her criticism of the government of national 
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unity, were “ ubstantially correct”. Alan Reynolds was 
reacting tc .« denial earlier on Monday by President 
Mandela’s office of the contenis of a report in THE 
STAR. 


“As far Mrs Mandela's office is concerned, the text of the 
report is accurate andi the account of the events sur- 
rounding the signins of the second apology is substan- 
tially correct,” Mr !’eynolds said. THE STAR reported 
Mrs Mandela mere'y signed a letter approved by the 
presidency. The letier had been drafted by Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, it said. 


President Mandela’s office said on Monday the report 
was factually incorrect. ‘““We are refuting the report. It is 
factually incorrect (beca1se) the deputy minister apolo- 
gised on her own behalf and the president accepted her 
apology,” presidential spokesman Parks Mankahlana 
told SAPA. The report quoted a letter, purportedly 
written by Mrs Mandela, complaining that her constitu- 
tional and fundamental rights had been violated. 


Fivaz Names Provincial Police Chiefs 


MB0303 150895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1445 GMT 3 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria March 3 SAPA— 
National Police Commissioner George Fivaz on Friday 
announced the names of the nine new provincial police 
commissioners. He said in Pretoria the appointments 
were with immediate effect. The provincial commis- 
sioners would take executive command and responsi- 
bility for all existing policing structures in their prov- 
inces. They are: 


—Lt-Gen M J Baloyi, Northern Transvaal; 
—Lt-Gen G M Bezuidenhout, Eastern Cape; 
—Lt-Gen C G C de Wit, Free State; 
—Lt-Gen C P J Serfontein, KwaZulu/Natal; 
—Lt-Gen M A Melete, Eastern Transvaal; 
—Lt-Gen J H Deysel, Northern Cape; 
—Lt-Gen D S Maharaj, Gauteng; 

—Lt-Gen A T Meiring, North West; and 
—Lt-Gen A van H Beukes, Western Cape. 


Together the provincial commissioners will form a 
Board of Commissioners which will address a wide range 
of policing issues. Commissioner Fivaz also announced 
the names of divisional police chiefs: 


—Lt-Gen L C A Pruis, National Standards and Manage- 
ment Services; 


—Lt-Gen K L Craemer, Supporting Services; 


—Mr C P Steenkamp, human re sources management; 
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—Lt-Gen W Grove, National Crime Investigation Ser- 
vices; and, 


—Lt-Gen D J le Roux, National Safety Services. 


Commissioner Fivaz said this group was not as repre- 
sentative, both in terms of population and gender, as “‘we 
all may have wished, but given historical imbalances and 
demands on policing, this must be implemented as a 
process”. 


South African Press Review for 6 Mar 
MB0603 102895 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Extend Indemnity Cut-Off—The Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress, the Afrikaner Resistance Movement, the Freedom 
Front, the Inkatha Freedom Party, and now the National 
Party have all supported extending the cut-off date for 
indemnity from 5 December 1993 to 10 May 1994, says 
a page-10 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 6 March. THE STAR says it has now changed 
its editorial stance and endorses the extension in the 
interests of reconciliation. “It is important that the 
process of reconciliation be as inclusive as possible. Let 
us wipe the slate clean and begin anew. The new South 
Africa, after all, only began effectively on May 10.” 


SOWETAN 


Decentralization Must Be Addressed—“The tension 
caused by the Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP] pushing for 
greater autonomy of the provinces is an issue the Gov- 
ernment of National Unity should address soon,” begins 
a page-8 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 6 March. “Despite the merits of centralisa- 
tion, its operation becomes too large, too cumbersome 
and it suffers from too many bureaucratic inefficiencies 
that slow down the process of good government. Decen- 
tralisation allows for quick, efficient decisions to be 
made by leaders in touch with the circumstances of their 
areas and with the people they are governing.” The IFP 
is treating decentralization as a priority because “they 
can see the benefits it will bring to their provincial 
administration and to their credibility as a party in 
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charge of the province.” The editorial says decentraliza- 
tion should be considered as soon as possible “in order 
for the initiative not to slip out of central Government’s 
hands.” 


Tax Loophole Criticized—*The Government should close 
the loophole in the taxation system which allows for 
companies to defer billions of rands in taxation,” says a 
second editorial on the same page of SOWETAN. The 
government needs the tax revenue to pay for services and 
projects, particularly the Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment Program, the editorial says. “Company reports 
appearing in newspapers over the past few weeks show that 
companies are holding back billions in taxation in the hope 
that the taxation level, which has steadily moved away 
from the 48 percent mark, will drop further than the 
current figure of 35 percent. One company in particular is 
holding back R1.6 billion [rands].” If this trend continues, 
SOWETAN says, the government will be forced to increase 
other taxes, such as the value-added tax and personal 
income tax. “And that is unacceptable. The Government 
must close this loophole and make companies pay the 
taxes they are supposed to pay.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Unbundling Becoming Politicized—‘“‘Criticism levelled 
at JCI’s [Johannesburg Consolidated Investments] 
unbundling by Gauteng premier Tokyo Sexwale reflects 
popular black frustrations at the pace of economic 
change,” says a page-14 editorial in Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 6 March. “It also goes to the 
heart of the debate over South Africa’s economic 
future.” Sexwale “made clear his belief” that existing 
shareholders wanted to hang onto “‘the jewels in the JCI 
crown” and allow less valuable components to go to 
black investors. ““What is wrong with that?” asks BUSI- 
NESS DAY. “JCI and Anglo [American] are under no 
legal compulsion to dismantle JCI—yet.”’ So far, corpo- 
rations can decide how best to provide access to black 
investors and managers, but “once any hint of compul- 
sion enters the equation, the entire direction of our 
economic development becomes open to question.” 
According to BUSINESS DAY, “Anglo’s offer to sell its 
holdings in the unbundled JCI industrial and mining 
groups to a broad range of black interests is sound.” By 
criticizing the plan and politicizing the issue of unbun- 
dling, “Sexwale is putting populism before economic 
realism. He did the same with his over-ambitious house- 
building promises, and the effects of the mass frustra- 
tions that gave rise to are all too obvious. He should not 
make the same mistake in this case.” 
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Angola 


President Proposes Measures ‘To Save’ Peace 


MB0003205595 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Council of Ministers of the 
Republic of Angola ended its meeting a few moments 
ago. The meeting was mainly aimed at examining the 
country’s political and military situation. The Lusaka 
Protocol is shaky. Since it was signed 100 days ago, the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
{UNITA] has carried out more than 550 violations and 
killed more than 230 government soldiers. Our corre- 
spondent reports from Futungo de Belas Palace: 


[Unidentified correspondent] The Angolan Government 
says there has been an almost complete lack of imple- 
mentation of the Lusaka Protocol so far and the govern- 
ment lays all the blame on UNITA. 


The government also says the disengagement of forces in 
the Uige area continues to face problems. Presidential 
spokesman Aldomiro Vaz da Conceicao said the govern- 
ment is very concerned about the situation. The figures 
speak for themselves. The government says that in the 
Lusaka Protocol’s first 100 days, UNITA carried out 551 
cease-iire violations and killed 233 soldiers and 762 
civilians. The government believes UNITA is preparing 
to continue the war and that is why it does not allow the 
free movement of people and goods. 


With regard to the United Nations, the government said 
it is doing, quote, empty work, unquote, so far. It adds: 
Of the 53 areas where it was supposed to deploy military 
observers, it has only done so in 32 areas and all of them 
are controlled by the government. No deployment has 
been carried out yet on UNITA’s side. 


Aldomiro Vaz da Conceicao said that despite this, the 
government continues to view Lusaka as the basis for the 
establishment of peace. To deal with this situation, the 
president of the Republic came up with a proposal today. 
Here is Aldomiro Vaz da Conceicao: 


[Begin Da Conceicao recording] I must reveal that in 
order to save the peace process, the president proposed 
the adoption of the following measures: 


A period must be established that should be rigorously 
observed by UNITA so it can implement all aspects of 
the Lusaka Protocol that have not been implemented yet 
because of its sole responsibility and thus recover the lost 
time. 


At the end of this period, a second package of sanctions 
against UNITA should be considered, as provided for in 
Resolution 864/93, if it continues the same obstruc- 
tionist attitude. 


The Sanctions Committee should seriously monitor 
Zaire for its nonimplementation of UN Security Council 
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Resolution 864/99. We believe Zaire should be con- 
demned and warned about sanctions that could be 
imposed against it for UNITA’s nonimplementation of 
the Lusaka Protocol. [end recording] 


About the meeting between President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos and Savimbi, there is nothing much to say. 
Aldomiro Vaz da Conceicao said so far conditions have 
not been met to hold the meeting. 


With regard to the president’s proposal, the govern- 
ment’s Eugenio Carneiro did not want to go into details. 
He said everything should be left to the Joint Commis- 
sion: 


[Begin Carneiro recording] You want to know the period 
established by the government. As far as the government 
is concerned, the accord should be implemented. Within 
the framework of the Joint Commission, we are dis- 
cussing a concrete program aimicd at compelling UNITA 
to unambiguously and unequivocally implement the 
Lusaka Protocol, thus recovering the lost time and 
speeding up the process. We are in a position to inform 
the media that the Joint Commission will meet 
tomorrow afternoon. [end recording] 


Council Says UNITA Blocking UN Operations 


LD0603221395 Lisbon RDP Antena 1 Radio Network 
in Portuguese 2100 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos today said that he wants UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] to agree on 
a timetable for compliance with the Lusaka protocol. 
The Angolan Council of Ministers said that the cease-fire 
was being systematically violated by UNITA and went 
on to claim that UNITA was also making it difficult for 
UN operations to be carried out. 


Further on Council’s Demands 


LD0603232995 Lisbon RDP Antena I Radio Network 
in Portuguese 2200 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos wants the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] to agree on a deadline 
for compliance with the Lusaka protocol. The Angolan 
Council of Ministers stated that the cease-fire has been 
systematically violated by UNITA and that this move- 
ment is making things difficult for the UN observers to 
carry out their duties. That is what our correspondent 
Armando Pires heard this afternoon in Luanda: 


[Begin recording] [Pires] The Angolan president has 
written a letter to Butrus-Ghali asking that the United 
Nations set a deadline to force UNITA to comply with 
what is contained in the Lusaka protocol. 


The Angolan Government met the president today to 
assess the political and military situations in the country. 
UNITA, as expected, was at the center of the same kind 
of criticism that we have already heard before. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Today's statements by both General Higinio Carneiro 
and Presidential Spokesman Aldomiro da Conceicao are 
very much like an ultimatura to UNITA, although made 
through the United Nations, whom President dos Santos 
presented with the following proposal: 


[Da Conceicao] A deadline must be established which 
would be rigorously observed by UNITA so it can 
implement all aspects of the Lusaka protocol that have 
not been implemented yet, which it is solely responsible 
for, and thus recover the lost time. 


[Pires] The communique read by the presidential 
spokesman also asks the United Nations to set up a 
serious enquiry in Zaire, which is being accused by 
Luanda of being a UNITA support base and the main 
base for logistical support to UNITA. 


General Higinio Carneiro, the government representa- 
tive at the Joint Commission, admitted that the country 
may have a renewed war if the international community 
is not watchful of UNITA’s maneuvers. The general 
accused Savimbi of militarily re-organizing and re- 
equipping the movement in northern Angola. [end 
recording] 


MPLA Issues Communique on Peace Process 


MR0603070095 Luanda Radio Nacionai Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 3 Mar 95 


[Communique issued by the MPLA Political Bureau— 
date not given] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola [MPLA] Political Bureau has been 
closely following the worrisome situation facing the 
country in different areas, particularly in the political 
and military fields. Having met on 17 February this year, 
it reviewed the country’s political and military situation 
and concluded that it was worsening in view of the 
constant violations of the Lusaka Protocol by the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA]. This clearly shows that this organization is 
still not interested in lasting peace in Angola. 


On | March the MPLA Political Bureau assessed the 
Lusaka Protoco!’s implementation and concluded: 


1. The assessment of the Lusaka Protocol's implementa- 
tion is negative since UNITA still seems to be interested 
in the military path as a way to resolve the Angolan 
conflict. 


2. As it tried to do with the Bicesse Accord, UNITA is 
exercising military pressure with a view to creating a new 
negotiating situation that will ignore the Lusaka Protocol. 


3. One hundred days after the Lusaka Protocol's signing, 
the government must present an exhaustive assessment 
of its implementation, revealing to the national and 
international communities violations carried out by 
UNITA throughout the country. 
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4. The government, through its delegation at the Joint 
Commission, must demand the implementation of 
mechanisms [words indistinct], without which it should 
not begin any new steps, within the framework of the 
peace accord’s implementation. 


5. To urge the UN secretary general’s special representa- 
tive and the troika of observers to develop all efforts aimed 
at bringing UNITA to reason and to subsequently imple- 
ment its p| -dges within a reasonabie period. In this frame- 
work, the airports under UNITA control must be closely 
watched by international observers to prevent continued 
acquisition of war materiel by this organization. 


6. To encourage the Angolan Government to continue 
efforts aimed at guaranteeing a dignified operation of 
UN Angola Verification Mission-3. 


7. The MPLA Political Bureau urges the Angolan people, 
from Cabinda to Cunene Provinces, [words indistinct] to 
maintain a high level of vigilance so as not allow the 
resumption of the events that took place in the country 
in 1992 after UNITA’s rejection of election results and 
the resumption of war. 


UNITA Violations of Lusaka Protocol Detailed 


MB0703073695 Luanda Radio Nacionau! Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 7 Mar 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Joint Commission will 
meet today in the wake of a Council of Ministers’ 
meeting at which it was decided to create a group to 
coordinate the practical implementation of the Lusaka 
Protocol. At its 6 March session the Council of Ministers 
said it was worried about delays in implementing the 
Lusaka Protocol. [passage omitted] 


The government says the National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola [UNITA] has deliberately cre- 
ated artificial difficulties to hinder the efforts of the 
Joint Commission and the United Nations. Presidential 
spokesman Aldemiro Vaz da Conceicao provided the 
following details: 


[Begin Da Conceicao recording] UNITA has violated the 
cease-fire 551 times, which is an average of five to six 
violations per day. The violations include 177 attacks, 
53 shellings, 104 ambushes, the planting of 68 land 
mines, 45 murders, 55 abductions, and 50 sabotage 
operations. As a result of these operations, 233 soldiers 
have been killed, 360 wounded, 17 abducted, and 36 
others are missing. A total of 662 civilians have been 
killed, 420 wounded, and 215 abducted. In addition, 58 
civilians vehicles, assorted military equipment, and var- 
ious buildings were destroyed. The figures speak for 
themselves. Are we at peace or at war? [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


UNITA Reiterates Commitment to Peace Process 
MB0703093195 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 7 Mar 95 


[Conimunique issued by the Office the UNITA Presi- 
dent on 6 March; place not given] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and disser ‘nation 
is prohibitec without permission of the copyright owners. 
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[FBIS Translated Text] |. The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] is dismayed by 
the statements made by Angolan Foreign Minister 
Venancio de Moura in Harare regarding the implemen- 
tation of the peace accords. 


2. UNITA has evidence that suggests the government is 
committed to launching a large-scale offensive against 
UNITA positions, particularly in Bailundo, Lusamba, 
Negage, and Andulo. It is known that the ‘wanda gov- 
ernment has bought and continues to tuy considerable 
amounts of weapons, including tanks from the Russian 
Federation, which is a member of the Joint Commission, 
as well as sophisticated aviation technology from Israel. 
Foreign mercenaries, particularly South African, drain 
the Angola’s treasury. All of these will be used to kill 
Angolans. 


3. The UNITA president is so committed to the peace 
process that he has been forced to change the entire 
northern military command, specifically in Uige. 


4. UNITA believes the Angolan peace process is on ihe 
right track. 


a. There has been a considerable increase in telephone 
communication between Alioune Blordin Beye, UN spe- 
cial representative in Angola, and the UNITA president. 


b. The UNITA president officially proposed that a 
UNITA delegation should go to Luanda between 19 and 
25 February 1995 to plan a meeting between the Angolan 
and UNITA presidents. So far, Luanda has not 
responded. 


c. UNITA issued a communique that was broadcast by 
the Voice of Resistance of the Black Cockerel, its official 
radio station, demanding that all UNITA armed forces 
respect and protect aircraft, personnel, and equipment 
belonging to the UN Angola Verification Mission and 
relief agencies. . 


d. UNITA is awaiting the government's response on an 
addition=! :neeting of military chiefs. 


e. UNITA has instructed its foreign relations secretary to 
visit Portugal, Zimbabwe, Brazil, and Pretoria as a 
matter of priority. 


5. UNITA sees these as very positive steps that do not 
justify any pessimism, unless there are veiled intentions 
behind the [government's] virulen: and malicious rhetoric. 


[Dated] Office of the UNITA President, 6 March 1995 


[Signed] Adelio Chitekulo, director of the president’s 
office 


UNITA Gives Unavem Deadline Over Violations 
MB0503151495 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 5 Mur 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The military situation in Cuanza 
Norte Province has grown worse in the past few hours. 
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Government Armed Forces launched an offensive from 
N’dalatando on 3 March with the aim of taking Camane 
and Cafuta. The two areas were subject to intense artillery 
fire on 4 March, killing at least 12 civilians. The operation 
is being led by Lieutenant Generai Ngueto, whose forward 
command post has been established Go!ungo Alto. 


Tired of waiting for Unzvem [UN Angola Verification 
Mission]-2 to take action, the UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] Military Com- 
mand has not ruled out the possibility of taking action to 
protect civilians being massacred by artillery. The 
UNITA Military Command has issued a deadline to 
Unavem until 1200 [1100 GMT] 5 March. 


Meanwhile, a TC-7 aircraft has overflown the Camacupa 
region of Bie Province, {frightening the residents. Flying 
from the Catumbela Air Force Base on 3 March, the 
aircraft flew over the UNITA-controlled communes of 
Ringoma, Cuanza, and Muinga on three occasions, pre- 
sumably on a reconnaissance mission for future air raids. 
The aircraft overflew the same areas on 4 March. 


Meanwhile, Angolan Government cargo planes have 
been ferrying war materiel from Luanda to Bie in a 
flagrant violation of the peace accord. 


The political and military situation in Uige Province has 
not changed. Government forces continue to occupy 
positions vacated by UNITA. 


UNITA Reports Government Operations in Bie 


MB0703092995 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Calo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 7 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translz + Text] Brigadier Simione Mukume, 
commander »' ngolan Armed Forces [FAA] in Bie, 
led a brigade te ‘ema on 6 March. He is planning to 
attack UNITA {!' *t*onal Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] forces on the Bie-Chitembo Road. The 
UNITA regional command asked the UN Angola Veri- 
fication Mission-2 to take action, but to no avail. The 
regional command says it cannot predict what will 
happen, noting that UNITA forces will not let them- 
selves be defeated. 


On 4 March two FAA battalions stationed in the city of 
Bie attacked UNITA positions at the interseciion of the 
Menongue-Huambo-Bie Roads. There were human and 
material losses. An FAA platoon stationed in Kukema 
raided Mbeu and Julieta villages. Government soldiers 
raped women in front of their husbands, killed elderly 
people, and forcibly recruited youths into FAA ranks. 


FLEC Notes Need for Talks With Government 


MB0403192695 London BBC World Service 
in Portuguese 2030 GMT 3 Mar 95 


[From the “Ultima Hora” program] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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[FBIS Translated Text] A new focus uf tension may 
emerge in Angola if the 2enewed From for the Libera- 
tion of the Cabinda Enclave [FLEC] goes ahead with its 
threat to attack foreign interests in Cabinda. At the end 
of a congress held in the enclave last week, the organi- 
zation said this option is the only alternative in the 
absence of dialogue with the government. Antonio Suco, 
Renewed FLEC’s secretary for information, commented 
on the issue. 


[Begin Suco recording] If the government perseveres in 
its insistence, and if it does not find a way toward peace 
for the people of Cabinda, the Armed Forces of Cabinda 
will attack the Angolan Government and the multina- 
tional companies exploiting Cabinda’s riches. In 1995 
there will be either peace or general war in Cabinda, but 
the target of attacks will be the economic interests in 
Cabinda, because Cabirda’s riches are oil. Ninety per- 
cent of the profits from Cabinda oil are used to buy arms 
to fight against the Cabinda people. [end recording] 


However, the Renewed FLEC leader told BBC that his 
organization was still giving priority to dialogue, saying this 
is the best way to solve Cabinda problems. Antonio Suco 
said the congress’s resolutions were clear in this regard. 


[Begin Suco recording] In the political plan, we invite the 
Angolan Government to be involved in the move toward 
peace. In other words Renewed FLEC values dialogue. 
That is the way to solve the problem between Cabinda and 
Angola. Regarding the military plan, over the last few days 
we realized there is a strong concentration of troops in the 
southeast of Cabinda, near the Malongo boundary, and our 
forces will respond in kind to this provocative and warmon- 
gering behavior so that peace prevails in Cabinda. 
Regarding the diplomatic plan, we will make contacts with 
the UN representative in Kinshasa and the UN represen- 
tative in Angola, as well as the troika of observers, France, 
and the OAU. [end recording] 


‘Fierce’ Clashes Reported in Cabinda 4 :Viar 


MB0603073995 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Fierce clashes took place in 
Cabinda on 4 March when government forces attacked a 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] position in (Luavo) region. No casualties have 
been reported, but residents living along the (Queua)- 
Chimbuande road are evacuating the area in fear of new 
attacks by government forces. General Jose Pedro, who 
leads the Angolan Armed Forces, FAA, in Cabinda, has 
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been resupplying his units in Chimbuande. A motonzed 
column has already arrived in Chimbuande. 


Meanwhile, a UNITA military source in Cuanza Su! 
Province said yesterday an FAA offensive could be 
lau..ched on 15 March. The source said FAA forces and 
equipment have been deployed on Tongo Hill, north of 
Waku Kungo, where the offensive will be launched. The 
situation is also tense in (Libulo) District, where addi- 
tional forces were deployed on 2 March for a surprise 
attack on UNITA- controlled (Lussusso) commune. 


Under the terms of the Lusaka Protocol, UNITA forces 
intend to remain where they are, but they will react if 
attacked. 


Zambia 


U.S. Stingers Reported Arriving From Angola 


MB0603171695 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on A rica” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Heavy weapons from the civil 
war in Angola are finding their way over the border into 
neighboring Zambia in spite or perhaps because of the 
three-month-old peace accord, and they are causing a 
security headache for the authorities in western Zambia. 
From Lusaka, our correspondent Rob Makai faxed this 
report: 


The government is greatly alarmed by the quantity of 
weapons flooding in, and ii has ordered a sweep of the 
border areas to find the weapons and nip in the bud this 
threat to national security. Villagers in the western and 
north.vestern provinces which border Angola are 
reported to be armed with more than 500 sophisticated 
military weapons which they have exchanged for food 
with hunger-stricken UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] rebels. Some of the 
weapons include antiaircraft weapons such as the Amer- 
ican-manufactured Stinger missile, rocket launchers, 
land mines, grenades, and AK-47 rifles. 


Following the Lusaka peace accord of last November, 
many UNITA rebels in the Angolan countryside feel 
abandoned and have resorted to trading their weapons 
for food with Zambian villagers just across the border. 
The deputy commissioner of police in charge of this 
sweep operation along the border has said that the guns 
pose a threat to the security of the ration, and he has 
appealed to the villagers to turn them in or risk arrest. An 
open-ended amnesty has been declared for villagers to 
hand over the weapons without fear of prosecution. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Guinea-Bissau 


President Speaks on Senegalese Border Inv ‘dents 


AB0603 193395 London BBC World Service in tnglish 
1705 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] This week’s visit to Guinea- 
Bissau by Senegal’s head of state Abdou Diouf seems 
likely to be overshadowed by tw. border incidents last 
month, one of which involved the strafing of a village in 
Bissau by Senegalese security forces apparently in hot 
pursuit of separatist rebels from Casamance. From Bis- 
sau, Carlos Sfash telexed us this report: 


President Joao Vieira said today he wanted an explana- 
tion from Dakar for last month’s border raids. Speaking 
to the National Assembly, President Vieira said that 
Senegal should promise not to violate Bissau territory 
again. Observers considered President Vieira’s speech 
very tough. These are his first public words on the two 
raids into Bissau territory. The president said that a 
repetition of such incidents would endanger good neigh- 
borly relations between Senegal and Guinea-Bissau. 


According to President Vieira, any one who knew any- 
thing about war had to conclude that the bombardment 
on 28 February was unjustified and could not just be 
written off as a regrettable error. But the president. 
reaffirmed his faith in his Senegalese counterpart, Abdou 
Diouf, whom he described as a friend anc brother. 
Official sources say that President Diouf is expected here 
tomorrow morning. No details have been released but 
observers say that the visit is clearly connected to the 
trouble on the border. 


Liberia 


Ulimo’s Koromah Comments on Peace Process 


AB0303151295 London BBC World Service in English 
0600 GMT 3 Mar 95 


[From the “Network Africa” program, hosted by Ben 
Dotsei Malor] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] As the Liberian peace process 
hangs in the balance, one of the factional leaders has 
returned to the capital, Monrovia, after being away for 
nearly a year. Alhaji Koromah of ULIMO [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia] was 
given a warm welcome by his supporters. 


In the meantime, the peace process remains stalled over 
the size and composition of the proposed Council of 
State, and reports yesterday seem to suggest that the 
problem might have been solved with the appointment 
onto the council of Mr. Tom Woewiyu. Late last night, I 
called up Monrovia’s newest high-profile returnee, 
Alhaji Koromah, and asked him if Mr. Woewiyu’s nom- 
ination was acceptable to him. 
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[Begin recording] {Koromah] Well, I have advocated for 
six membership to include the coalition, as opposed to 
Mr. Taylor’s five membership, and it does not matter to 
me who the coalition produces. I is their prerogative to 
nominate ‘vhomsoever they wait to nominate, so it is 
not my business. It is not my affair. Whomsoever they 
bring up, we will accept. 


[Malor] And how significant is it that you have now 
decided to go back to Monrovia, especially at a time 
when the peace process is stalled. What do you hope to 
do now that you are back in Monrovia? 


[Koromah] Well, I do not know how significant it is. Some- 
body else will have to describe that significance. What I do 
know is that I have come to Monrovia in response to the call 
of various groups, both official and unofficial, who believe 
that perhaps we can make a little difference in trying to make 
(amends) among the various groups that are antagonistic. 
We also feel that we can make that type of contribution 
because of the role that Ulimo has played, because of the 
military position of Ulimo in the whole conflict. So, we 
believe that we can make a contribution, and we are calling 
on Mr. Charles Taylor to also come to Monrovia since we 
have exhausted, so to speak, so many African capitals, the 
latest being Accra where we went about seven times. Per- 
haps, we should all now come to Monrovia and Mr. Taylor 
should feel safe to come to Monrovia. If I can come here, he 
should be in a position to come so that we can iron out this 
thing among ourselves and then give peace a chance. 


[Malor] Alhaji Koromah, if I could ask you, how do you 
foresee the current problem, impasse over the peace 
accord being resolved? 


[Koromah] The problem can be resolved, and it will ‘ve 
resolved. I am sending a delegation to Burkina Faso. I have 
been invited by President Compaore from Accra. The 
foreign minister and I discussed and we are quite welcome 
to visit there. We believe President Compaore of Burkina 
Faso has a lot of influence over Mr. Taylor. Where there is 
an impasse right now is the sixth membership. Taylor is 
saying five, and everyone else is saying six. Taylor had 
agreed to (?0ld Man) Tamba Taylor becoming chairman, 
but he was saying provided that there are five members. So 
we believe that President Compaore can play a very impor- 
tant role and we want to send a delegation to try to appeal to 
him to make this decisive contribution so that there can be 
peace. [end recording] 


Split Reported in Ulimo’s Koromah Wing 


ABO0703100995 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Liberia’s Ulimo [United Liber- 
ation Movement for Democracy in Liberia] faction has 
got itself embroiled in yet another leadership dispute. 
One wing of Ulimo is led by Alhaji Koromah and 
another by Roosevelt Johnson, and this weekend, some 
of the top military men in Koromah’s wing said they 
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were defecting and criticized Koromah’s behavior. Well, 
last night, after a meeting of Ulimo elders, Alhaji 
Koromah gave his first reaction to the news of the split. 
Our Monrovia correspondent Nyenati Allison telexed 
this report: 


The meeting ended after nearly four hours without any 
breakthrough. Alhaji Koromah was at the meeting but he 
did not make himself available for interview. Instead, his 
elder brother Lansana, who claimed to be speaking for 
him, said Alhaji has ordered the dissidents to turn 
themselves in within 24 hours or face arrest. 


Six top Ulimo battlefront commanders including Koro- 
mah’s confidant, Usman Toney, also known as Pepper 
and Salt for his bravery in battle, on Saturday [4 March] 
accused Koromah of usurping his powers in Ulimo, and 
putting into his own use financial contributions from 
Ulimo’s supporters in West Africa. 


The six commanders issued a statement sacking 
Koromah from the leadership of his Mandingo faction, 
warning him not to go to their Voinjama headquarters in 
northwestern Lofa County or he would be arrested and 
court-martialed. Lansana Koromah said that prominent 
Mandingo elders and Muslim leaders in Monrovia for 
last night’s meeting condemned the defectors and their 
supporters for issuing such divisive statements. Lansana 
Koromeah said that the State Council Chairman David 
Kpomakpor was among the prominent people backing 
this fresh split in Ulimo. 


NPFL Says Woewiyu’s Appointment Unacceptable 


ABO0403 163595 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 3 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] With some optimism, the pro- 
posed chairman of Liberia’s Interim Ruling Council, 
Chief Tamba Taylor, announced yesterday that the 
wrangle over who should represent the coalition forces 
had been resolved. He said that Tom Woewiyu was the 
man. But would he really be acceptable to Charles 
Taylor’s NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] 
from which he defected? Well, Francis Galli Walu, an 
NPFL counselor, called us up from Monrovia and Mat- 
thew Tostavin asked him what he made of Tom 
Woewiyu’s appointment. Was he happy with it? 


[Begin recording] [Walu] Oh, we say that that is not 
acceptable because that will be violating Section B, 
Section 14 of the Cotonou Accord as well as Section Al 
of the Akosombo Accord, which concurrently and 
expressly provide for a five-man Council of State. 


[Tostavin] Now, it is the chairman, Tamba Taylor, who is 
calling for this. I mean, this is a chairman who was accepted 
by Charles Taylor. He was accepted by Alhaji Koromah. If 
he said something why don’t you listen to it? 
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[Walu] No, he cannot create. You know, when there is a 
written contract, then no other arrangement can nullify 
or amend a written contract. 


[Tostavin] Then in your mind who is going to be on this 
Council of State? 


[Walu] We are saying that there is no sense in it. If you 
put somebody there it is just a nullity. 


[Tostavin] If this means that you can come to some kind 
of a peaceful agreement, isn’t it better to come a peaceful 
agreement than to just go back and say: Well, we didn’t 
sign such a paper to this effect? Surely, it is better just to 
get an agreement. 


[Walu] Yes, but in fact, we have been trying to hold talks 
with the people, and the arrangement in Akosombo was 
that, look, in order to discourage the creation of splinter 
armed groups in Liberia, you cannot compensate all of 
them by getting them on the seat; but they want to 
compensate them of the council. We are saying, for 
instance, Tom Woewiyu, why would they compensate 
Tom Woewiyu of violating Section D of the Akosombo 
Accord and incite those who are leaders of that partic- 
ular group to be arrested and prosecuted. 


[Tostavin] Is it that ... [pauses] 1 mean, have you got 
something personal against Mr. Woewiyu? Is that why 
you don’t want him? 


[Walu] No, except that he has violated the very accord he 
seeks to accrue benefit from. So I am saying, having 
violated the accord, he cannot accrue benefit from that 
particular accord. 


[Tostavin] But surely this business is within the coalition 
itself as to who is going to be taking the seat. I mean, this 
business is something which the coalition has to decide. 


[Walu] But the coalition does not have to be represented 
on the council to compensate them. Then you will be 
creating incentive for other splinter armed groups to 
come up. So we are saying that we can discuss, that the 
Liberian people are tired; we want the government 
seated now. Why would they be creating issues that are 
not in agreement? We are just committed to the accord. 


[Tostavin] Then you think that when people in Liberia 
hear you rambling on about paper work and so forth, 
they are going to be a bit tired with you and what you are 
saying, and think: Why can’t you just accept this and 
possibly come to some kind of agreement? 


(Walu] No, the people have, in fact, retained me in my 
capacity as a lawyer. The citizens of Gbarnga, the 
citizens of Monrovia have retained me to sue the warring 
factions to have the government seated now. We are 
saying that the government must be seated now. So we 
are not saying that the zoveri.ment should not be seated. 
The people will understand that we are seeking their 
interest. 
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[Tostavin] But this didn’t even come from Tom 
Woewiyu, did it? It came from Chief Taylor. 


[Walu] No, we talked to the old man upon hearing this 
early in the morning and the old man disclaimed knowl- 
edge of this. He said that no, he didn’t discuss this; the 
question of the sixth seat had not come to light yet; it had 
not been discussed because we were never told, and so 
the old man disclaimed knowledge of that announce- 
ment. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Defense Spokesman Plays Down Reports of Coup 


AB0603195195 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 6 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nigerian press has been 
full of reports today that a plot has been uncovered 
against the government of General Sani Abacha. Several 
soldiers have been detained for questioning over the last 
week. Some papers have put the numbers as high as 300. 
And they are said to have been spreading rumors against 
the Ruling Military Council. 


On the line to Lagos, (Ragge Omar) asked the spokesman of 
the Nigeria Defense Headquarters, Brigadier General Fred 
Chijuka, how many officers had in fact been detained. 


[Begin recording] [Chijuka] We cannot at this stage tell 
you the number of officers who have been invited for 
such interviews. But I know that some of them are in 
their different areas, like if we have people in Kaduna, 
they are there in Kaduna and those who are asked to go 
and find out what is happening will go there and get the 
evidence. It is only after then that we hope there will be 
a board of inquiry to really establish the seriousness of 
what they have been saying. As from now, I cannot tell 
you it was a coup attempt or they were just talking 
carelessly. You know that to muster some support for 
whatever might have been their intention. 


[(Omar)] But were these senior officers acting in coordi- 
nation when you say they were spreading rumors and 
causing trouble. Were they in contact with each other 
and planning sorrething? 


[Chijuka] Yes. That is our suspicion as of now. 


{(Omar)] Now, are we talking about very senior military 
officers? There are some reports saying that one man, a 
Brig. Gen. Lawan Gwadabe was involved. Are we talking 
about senior officers? 


{Chijuka] Well, you know, for example in our Armed 
Forces, anybody who is already a major is regarded as a 
senior officer. And from what we got at now, I think is in 
that range you know, those are the people we can 
categorize as senior officers may be from the rank of 
lieutenant colonel down. 
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[(Omar)} This sounds extremely serious. | mean we are 
talking effectively about some form of coup attempt or the 
early stages of planning a coup attempt. Would you agree? 


[Chijuka] It will be difficult for me to agree on that, you 
know, until all these preliminaries are finished. When 
they are finished, there will be a need to actually estab- 
lish what was the ultimate aim. I cannot at this stage say: 
yes, there was a coup attempt. 


[((Omar)] That must have come as quite a body blow to 
the military hierarchy and Gen. Abacha himself? 


[Chijuka, laughs] Why do you say so? The very fact that 
we discovered this in time, that some people were saying 
unpleasant things, I would like to say that it is only a 
credit to him or to the administration. Saving the situa- 
tion I think is where the credit should go. 


[(Omar)}] But when a military government finds that senior 
members of the military are extremely unhappy at the way 
things are going and could possibly be planning a coup 
attempt, that must be a body blow and a shock, surely? 


[Chijuka] I don’t think so. Human beings are funny 
people. Even when the government everybody believes is 
trying to put things in oraer, and get all these little 
problems settled, we can’t rule out there might be some 
miscreants who have some other intentions. We have 
benefited from all the arrangements made for the civilian 
set up, and if the civilians are happy I don’t know what 
they might be unhappy about. We have not been left out 
in any scheme of things. 


{((Omar)] What will happen to these men if they are 
found guilty of planning a coup attempt? Will they face 
a firing squad? 


[Chijuka, laughs] I don’t know about that you know. I am 
telling you now that verifications are still going on. There 
are processes. If they fall in within the process of what 
should happen when a thing like that happens, why not? But 
I think it will be premature to start talking about that now. 


{(Omar)] And for the meanwhile, it is business as usual 
for Gen. Abacha and his government? 


[Chijuka] Everybody is busy. No problem. Everywhere is 
relaxed and everywhere is calm. No problem. [end 
recording] 


Government, North Korea Sign Economic 
Agreement 


ABO0303145495 Lagos Voice of Nigeria in English 
1030 GMT 3 Mar 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Nigeria and North Korea 
have signed a bilateral agreement in the areas of agricul- 
ture and production of household wares. This develop- 
ment is expected to go a long way in strengthening 
existing trade ties between Nigeria and North Korea. 
Our economic correspondent, Kazir Akiriji, looks at this 
and other economic issues: 
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[Akiriji] Nigeria and North Korea have signed a bilateral 
economic agreement in the areas of agriculture, educa- 
tion, and production of kitchen and household wares. 
According to the North Korean ambassador to Nigeria, 
Mr. (Song Hong-chung), the agreement also (?featured 
in) the Nigeria-North Korea Joint Economic Commis- 
sion. The envoy, therefore, urged Nigerian businessmen 
to invest in his country’s free trade zones of (?Najin) and 
Sonbong because of the conducive climate and infra- 
structure that have been put in place for sustaining 
investments. [passage omitted] 


Sierra Leone 


BBC Accused of ‘Romanticizing’ RUF 


AB0403192295 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 4 Mar 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leonean Govern- 
ment is none too happy with the BBC, in particular 
Focus on Africa. Many Sierra Leoneans rely on Focus for 
coverage of the war between the government and the 
RUF [Revolutionary United Forces] rebels. But at a 
recent press conference in Freetown, Information Min- 
ister Arnold Bishop Gooding accused us of romanti- 
cizing the RUF and exaggerating their victories. Mr. 
Gooding has just passed through London. Robin White 
put it to him that his attack on Focus on Africa had been 
a bit over the top. 


[Begin recording] [Gooding] Well, I did not launch an 
attack. I was only putting our own point of view that we 
disputed some of the facts that the BBC had allegedly put 
out on behalf of the RUF. I cited six instances in which 
BBC had gone wrong inside one month. All what I was 
saying is that when the BBC receives such claims from 
the RUF, they should cross-check those claims with us or 
with their independent sources. 


[White] You kind of implied that we support the rebellion? 


[Gooding] Well, I said the fact that you did not cross- 
check your stories can only mean that you are romanti- 
cizing them because there is the tendency for people to 
look at the rebels as a kind of opposition group rather 
than assessing their activities for what they are, which, in 
my view, can only lead to one interpretation, that they 
are not just rebels, but some of their activities can oniy 
be described as banditry and looting and killing of 
innocent civilians. 


[White] Why should we give them any less time than the 
government? Why are they less legitimate than the 
government? 
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[Gooding] Well, the government is de facto and de jure 
government of the state, and it has been recognized as 
such. And it is a government that is controlling a country 
of four million people. 


[White] If they overthrow your government, did they 
overthrow a legitimate government? 


[Gooding] At that time, yes, indeed, but since then it has 
proven itself as a very successful government. 


[White] It’s proved itself incapable of solving this rebel 
problem. 


[Gooding] The government .s in control of virtually its 
entire territory since the rebels are not in control of one 
single village or one single town. 


[White] Isn’t this your government coming pretty close 
to collapse? 


[Gooding] Of course not! I mean, if a government still is 
in control of almost the entire territory and is in control 
of all the institutions... 


[White, interrupting] You can’t say it’s in control of the 
whole territory when buses can’t drive along roads, when 
rebels can overrun your mines. You can’t say that you 
are in control of the country, for heaven’s sake! 


[Gooding] Well, there are lots of other countries, where 
in fact, small rebellions are going on, but nobody is 
saying that governments are not in control. I mean, take 
England: When the IRA was able to hit Downing Street 
or Harrows, or Heathrow Airport, and they could more 
or less hit any place in Britain, nobody said the British 
Government was not in control. That was not in ques- 
tion at all. 


[White] Can’t Sierra Leone get rid of this without 
destroying itself completely? 


[Gooding] We'll certainly not destroy ourselves, because 
the majority of people, as has been demonstrated in so 
many peace marches in most of the major town, and in 
Freetown, and all well-wishers of Sierra Leone do not 
want that beautiful country to be destroyed by a conflict 
which nobody seems to be able to understand. 


[White] Do you understand it? Do you understand why 
Foday Sankoh is still fighting? 


[Gooding] Well, this is an educated guess, but I believe 
that Foday Sankoh is probably upset because the NPRC 
{National Provisional Ruling Council] upstaged him. 
Whatever grievances he had against the previous regime 
are similar grievances that, in fact, the NPRC had 
against the previous regime. And the NPRC came and 
had started putting them night. But Foday Sankoh, I 
understand, has felt aggrieved that he was not called as 
father of the revolution. [end recording] 
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